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MINISTRY OF MINES
NOTIFICATION'
New Delhi, the 26th July 2012
GSR.593(E)—In exercise of the powers conferred by section
13 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act,
1957 (67 of 1957), the Central Government hereby makes the
following rules further to amend the Mineral Concession Rules, *
1960, namely:; -
I (I} These rules may be called the Mineral Concession
(Amendment) Rules, 2012.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their
publication in the Official Gazette.
2. In the Mineral Concession Rules, 1960 (hereinafter referred
to as the said rules), in rule 2, after clause (ii), the following
clause shall be inserted, namely: - ,
‘(iia) “illegal mining” means any recomnaissance or
prospecting or mining operation undertaken by any person
or a company in any area without holding a reconnaissance
permit or a prospecting licence or, as the case may be, a
mining lease, as required under sub-section (1) of section 4
of the Act.
Explanation.— For the purpose of this clause, -
(a) violation of any rules, other than the rules made
under section 23C of the Act, within the mining
lease area by a holder of a mining lease shall not
include illegal mining;
(b) any area granted under a reconnaissance permit
or a prospecting licence or a mining lease, as the
case may be, shall be considered as an area held
with lawful authority by the holder of such permit
or licence or a lease, while determining the extent of
illegal mining.’,
3. In the said rules, in rule 26 after sub-rule (3), the following
sub-rule shall be inserted, namely: -
“(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (1),
where an'applicant for renewal of mining lease under rule
24A is convicted of illegal mining, and there are no interim
orders of any court of law suspending the operation of the
order of such conviction in appeals pending against such
conviction in any court of law, the State Government may,
after giving such applicant an opportunity of being heard -
and for reasons to be recorded in writing and
communicated to the applicant, refuse to remew such
mining lease.”.
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In the said rules, in rule 27 after sub-rule (4), the following
sub-rule shall be inserted, namely: -

“(4A) If the lessee holding a mining lease or a licencee
holding a prospecting licence, is convicted of illegal mining
and there are no interim orders of any court of law
suspending the operation of the order of such conviction in
appeals pending against such conviction in any court of
law, the State Government may, without prejudice to any
other proceedings that may be taken under the Act or the
rules framed thereunder, after giving such lessee or
licencee an opportunity of being heard and for reasons to be
recorded in writing and communizated o the lessee or
licencee, determine such raining lease or, as the case may
be, cancel such prospecting licence and forfeit whole or
part of the security deposit.”.

[F.No.16/159/2011-M. V1|
G. SRINIVAS, Jt. Secy.

Note:—The Mineral Concession Rules were published in the

Official Gazette, vide G.S.R. No. 1398 dated 26"
November, 1960 and lastly amended vide notification no.
G.S.R. 883(E), dated the 10" December, 2009.
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